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VLM celebrates 25 years Antwerp-London City Airport
Tuesday 15 May 2018 — On 15 May 1993, 25 years ago, VLM operated its first scheduled flight from Antwerp to London City
Airport. This morning the 25th anniversary of the route was celebrated at London City Airport in the presence of a delega�on
of VLM and management and staff of the airport. All passengers on the London City Airport- Antwerp route today were
offered a special "25 years Antwerp-London City" box with delicious chocolates from the famous Antwerp master chocolate
maker Erik Goossens.

From 1993 to 2008 VLM operated flights on the route between Antwerp and London’s airport in the eastern part of the London
Docklands. In 2008, CityJet took over the route. Last year, CityJet announced that it would discon�nue its ac�vi�es on the route.
As a result, VLM decided to fly the historic route again from 30th October 2017, to ensure con�nuity on this very important
business route between Antwerp and the Bri�sh capital. 

Richard Hill, Chief Commercial Officer at London City Airport said: “In the 25 years that London City Airport has served Antwerp,
this Belgian gem of a city has con�nued to broaden its appeal and gain a deserved reputa�on for culture, commerce and
style. VLM Airlines has been intrinsic to the success of this route, connec�ng passengers conveniently between London City
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Airport and Antwerp up to three �mes daily. As we celebrate a quarter century of connec�vity we sincerely thank VLM Airlines
for their contribu�on and look forward to more business passengers enjoying VLM’s great service, and leisure passengers
discovering Antwerp, from London’s most centrally-located airport.”

Marcel Buelens, CEO of Antwerp Airport, added: "Since 1993, VLM, Cityjet and again VLM have been serving the route between
Antwerp and the financial heart of London. How many business deals were closed and what amount of economic value was
created thanks to this connec�on? How many business people have struck the deal of their life thanks to this route? How many
jobs were created? We will never know it in detail, but one thing is certain: we keep on flying!"  

Konstan�jn Huys, Commercial Director at VLM, stated: "The Antwerp-London City Airport route is by far the fastest travel
solu�on from Flanders or the South of the Netherlands for business travelers, tourists and passengers visi�ng friends or family in
London. Both Antwerp and London City Airport have two very important assets: the short check-in �mes and their proximity to
the city center."

On weekdays VLM operates up to 3 rota�ons per day on the route Antwerp-London City Airport. On Sundays there is one return
flight.

Passengers travelling to central London can use the Docklands Light Railway from London City Airport. It leads directly to the
underground sta�on Bank in the City and also connects to the Jubilee Line for Canary Wharf and des�na�ons in London’s west
end . 

London City Airport is the most centrally-located airport in London and is in use since 1987. The 1650 meter runway was built on
a narrow strip between two former harbour docks (the Royal Albert Dock and the King George V Dock) on the River Thames.

About VLM  
VLM offers scheduled flights from Antwerp to Birmingham, London City Airport, Maribor, Munich and Zurich. From 4 June,
flights will also be operated from Antwerp to Aberdeen, Cologne-Bonn and Rostock. On 1 October 2018, two addi�onal routes
will be added to the VLM network: Antwerp-Manchester and Ostend/Bruges-Manchester. VLM employs more than 100 avia�on
professionals. The fleet consists of 6 Fokker 50 turboprop aircra�. 
www.flyvlm.com

http://www.flyvlm.com/


16-5-2018 VLM celebrates 25 years Antwerp-London City Airport

https://pr.flyvlm.com/vlm-celebrates-25-years-antwerp-london-city-airport 3/4

CONTACT US

Yves PANNEELS
Press Office VLM

(for press enquiries only)

 

tel:+32 498 522 322
mailto:press.office@flyvlm.com

